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United Nations Gets

the Golden Rule Poster

The Golden Rule poster is now on permanent display at the United Nations headquarters in New York City. On January 4, 2003, Gillian Sorensen (pictured at left), assistant secretary-general of the UN, accepted the poster as a gift from the North American Interfaith Network. 

The presentation was part of an interfaith ceremony in which it was pointed out that the Golden Rule is not just a moral ideal for relationships between people, but also for relationships among nations, cultures and religions.

Golden Rule Poster Makes 

Its Way Around the World

The Golden Rule poster is making its way around the world. What began as an obscure idea in the basement of Scarboro Missions' headquarters in Ontario, Canada, is now emerging as a “coat of arms” for the international 
interfaith movement. 

This striking and beautiful four-color poster features a written and symbolic depiction of the Golden Rule in 13 religions. Its creators have been overwhelmed by both the success and the universal appeal of the poster.

Most striking is the diversity of audiences that are purchasing this piece of multi-faith art. This 
audience includes penitentiaries, airports, seniors' homes, corporate offices, hospitals, schools, 
religious institutions, universities, social justice groups, stores, Sunday schools and private homes.

Various institutions use the poster as a healing tool. For example, a network of addiction recovery homes in Calgary, Alberta, utilizes the poster in its programs. Jeff Archambeault, chaplain to North Bay Psychiatric Hospital in Ontario, has discovered some very creative ways to use the poster with patients and staff at the hospital. In the words of Archambeault, “This amazing poster just keeps on giving.”

In the weeks following the September 11 tragedy, multi-faith prayer services took place all over North America. Organizers of many of these prayer services used the Golden Rule poster in a number of ways in their efforts to promote forgiveness and healing.

Schools are the biggest audience for the poster, with accompanying lesson plans now being planned for elementary and high school classes. World religions classes find the poster extremely useful. Joe Wey, a teacher at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School in Toronto, begins his world religions program with the poster. Says Wey, “Most of the students have studied only Christianity, so some of them are surprised to see the similarities among the religions. We teach not just tolerance, but respect for other religions.”

In tune with its global vision, the poster is traveling the world. Fr. Tony Cereskos of the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales writes from Divine Word Seminary in the Philippines: “Thank you very much for the kind gift of the Golden Rule posters. We plan to have one framed for one of our classrooms. The message of the poster is very timely for the Philippines. As you are probably aware, Muslim-Christian relations here are very tense and problematic, especially in the South.”
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