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Liturgy of the Word with Children

Winter 2023-24
MATERIALS LIST

NOVEMBER 26, 2023 
Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
King of the Universe

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a white or 
gold cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 
 a potted plant or vase of fresh flowers 
 a statue or portrait of Christ the King

For use during the Gathering activity, have available:
 modern-day prose version of the story behind the 

song “Good King Wenceslas” (Visit bit.ly/1qxiBme 
and right click the page to print the story. Because of 
time constraints, use only the last part of the story, 
beginning with the paragraph whose opening words 
are, “The next day, the feast day of Saint Stephen”)

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “LOVE God” (Seeds CD-2, Track #21) or 
“The Great Commandment” (Promise & Good News 
CD-2, Track #18)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)

DECEMBER 3, 2023 
First Sunday of Advent

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a green 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 
 a symbol of royalty, such as a paper crowns (If you 

wish, the crown can be specially made for a statue 
or picture of Jesus that you also  include in the 
setting.)

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “Jesus Is Coming” (Seeds CD-1, Track #7) 
or “The Promise,” Part 1 (Promise & Good News CD-1, 
Track #1) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)

DECEMBER 10, 2023 
Second Sunday of Advent

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a violet 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 
 a potted plant or vase of fresh flowers

For use during the Gathering activity, have available:
 Alongside the worship table, in the same far corner, 

place a statue or portrait of Christ. 
  Then, using old newspapers, lay out a winding 

“pathway”between the Christ symbol and the place 
where the children will gather. 

  Along the pathway, place an assortment of 
small obstacles, including anything that’s fun and 
noisy, such as CDs, DVDs, video or arcade-like 
games, and toy musical instruments.

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “The Promise,” Part 2 (Seeds CD-2, 
Track #3) or “The Promise,” Part 2 (Promise & Good 
News CD-1, Track #2) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)
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DECEMBER 17, 2023 
Third Sunday of Advent

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a rose 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a statue of Jesus illuminated with a flashlight  

in front of it
The statue may be an adult Jesus or a baby Jesus from 
a Nativity set. If possible, darken the room to make 
the light on the statue more visible. Finally, put the 
entire display in an open area, to accommodate the 
Gathering activity. 
 Review the words and actions of the Gathering 
activity on page 20. If desired, make cue cards for the 
refrain of “Christ, Be Our Light,” which will be sung for 
the Gathering activity and again during the Prayer of 
the Faithful. Make large cue cards with each line of the 
refrain or simple pictures of key words: Christ, light, 
hearts, darkness, church.

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “Christ, Be Our Light” by Bernadette 
Farrell (https://youtu.be/KMkfKXLcm5Q) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)

DECEMBER 24, 2023 
Fourth Sunday of Advent

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a violet 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 
 an assortment of ordinary objects that can 

represent various occupations (a hammer, a cooking 
spoon, red pen or pencil, and so forth)

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “Mary, Our Mother” (Seeds CD-2, 
Track #23) or “Mary, O Blessed One” (Promise & Good 
News CD-1, Track #3)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)

DECEMBER 31, 2023 
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a white 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 
 a Christmas card showing the Holy Family,  

or use a Nativity set with figurines of Jesus,  
Mary, and Joseph

 hang the signs you have prepared for the homily

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “Away in a Manager” (Seeds CD-1, 
Track #8) or “The Holy Family” (Promise & Good News 
CD-1, Track #10)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)

JANUARY 7, 2024 
Epiphany of the Lord

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a white 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 
 a statue or a doll representing the infant Jesus

For use during the Gathering activity, have available:
 a recording of the carol “Christmas Star”
 a large paper star or a star-shaped Christmas 

ornament
 three children willing to represent the kings, each to 

carry one of the gifts in procession
 three small wrapped boxes to represent the three 

gifts of the Magi

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “Christmas Star” (Promise & Good News 
CD-1, Track #12) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)
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JANUARY 14, 2024 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a green 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 
 optional: an illustration of Andrew the Apostle 

(available online by searching the phrase “Saint 
Andrew images”)

For use during the Gathering activity, have available:
 timing device (egg timer, wrist-watch or clock with a 

second hand or a cell phone with a timer)

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “Saying Yes” (Seeds CD-2, Track #8) or 
“Come and Follow Me” (Promise & Good News CD-2, 
Track #14)  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)

JANUARY 21, 2024 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a green 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 
 if available, a few objects to represent the seashore 

and/or the fishing trade (seashells, fishnet, hooks, 
lures, and so forth)

For use during the Homily, have available:
 empty tin can; slips of paper with remarks written 

on them (see Children’s Connections) 
 personal story or a speaker

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “Follow Me” (Seeds CD-1, Track #10) or 
“Come and Follow Me” (Promise & Good News CD-2, 
Track #14)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)

JANUARY 28, 2024 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a green 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 
 a heavy metal pot
 a delicate china vase

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “I Am the Way” (Seeds CD-2, Track #19) 
or “The Beatitudes” (Promise & Good News CD-2, 
Track #17)  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)

FEBRUARY 4, 2024 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a green 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 
 a brown paper bag
 a felt-tip marker

For use during the Homily, have available:
 a copy of Mary Stevenson’s poem, “Footprints in the 

Sand” (If you don’t have a printed copy, you can find 
it at footprints-inthe-sand.com.)

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “Like Jesus” (Seeds CD-1, Track #6) or 
“The Great Commandment” (Promise & Good News 
CD-2, Track #18) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)
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FEBRUARY 11, 2024 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a green 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 
 on or near the table, place the letters VIP cut out of 

colored paper

For use during the Gospel, have available:
 With two teenagers, rehearse a short skit portraying 

today’s Gospel, so that you can substitute their 
enactment for the reading. 

The teens playing Jesus and the leper will memorize 
the lines of dialogue in Mark 1:40–44. When the leper 
first enters the scene, he or she will be completely 
covered by a blanket. After being cured, the leper will 
throw off the blanket and stare in amazement at arms, 
hands, and body. You, acting as narrator, will read 
aloud the Gospel’s final verse, Mark 1:45.

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “LOVE God” (Seeds CD-2, Track #21) 
or “The Beatitudes” (Promise & Good News CD-2, 
Track #17) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Gospel Acclamation; 
Alleluia” (Promise & Good News CD-2, Track #24)

FEBRUARY 18, 2024 
First Sunday of Lent

For the Meeting Space
In the worship area, on a table draped with a violet 
cloth, place: 

 a Lectionary 
 a battery-operated candle 

For use during the Homily, have available:
 a stack of magazines the size of Time, enough to 

give one magazine to each child in attendance

Suggested Music
GATHERING: “Hello, Jesus” (Seeds CD-2, Track #18) or 
“These Ashes” (Promise & Good News CD-1, Track #15) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Glory and Praise to You,  
Lord Jesus Christ” (Promise & Good News CD-2, 
Track #23)


