
Step 4: Forgiveness—A Story of Love
Simplified Version of the Parable of the Lost Son

Invited by Christ
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Jesus is telling a story. 
A father has two sons: the younger son 

and the older son. 
The father is rich. 
The younger son asks for his inheritance. 
The father’s inheritance is divided in two. 
The father gives the younger son his 

portion. 
 
The younger son goes far away. 
The young son wastes all his money. 
The younger son doesn’t have anything: 

no friends, no money, no food. 
The younger son is very hungry. 
The younger son has to work a lot. 
The work is very hard. 
 
The younger son thinks. 
In his father’s house, the workers eat well. 
The younger son decides to go back. 
The younger son gets up. 
The younger son wants to say: 
“Father, I’ve left God. I’ve left my father’s 

house. Do not call me your son 
anymore. Call me your worker.” 

The younger son returns. 
The younger son is approaching the 

house. 
The father watches. The father sees his 

younger son. The father loves his 
younger son. The father runs towards 
his younger son. The father hugs the 
younger son. 

The younger son says: “Father, I left my 
father’s house. Do not call me your son 
anymore.” 

The father interrupts the younger son. 
The father calls his servants. 
The father says, “Look, my youngest son 

is alive again. Let’s celebrate!”  
The party begins. 
 
The older son is working. 
He hears noises. He hears music. 
The older son asks a servant, 
“Why is there a party?” 
The servant responds: “Your brother 

is alive; your younger brother came 
back.” 

 
The older son is angry. 
The older son refuses to go to the party. 
The father goes over to his older son. 
The father says, “Come to the party.” 
The older son responds, “No.” 
The older son works for the father. He is 

obedient. 
The older son says: “Father, you don’t 

give me anything. Now, my younger 
brother comes back, and you throw a 
party.” 

The father responds: “My son, I love you. 
You are here with me, and all that I 
have is yours. Come enjoy the party. 
Your brother is alive again.”

 Based on Luke 15:11-32 
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