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During Advent, We Try Harder
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So, we have to try harder.

G

ro

Jean Larkin has been writing
and editing material for children
and young people for more than
thirty years. Her Absolutely
Advent! book for the primary
grades is also available from
Pflaum Publishing Group.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Did you ever notice that Lent gets a lot more attention than Advent?
Lent has a public kickoff day with Ash Wednesday. It even gets TV
coverage. Everyone talks about what they are “doing for Lent.” On
Fridays, those of us 14 or older give up meat. And Lent has the grand
finale, Holy Week, with all its special liturgies.
Sure, Lent lasts longer than Advent, and Easter is the most important
feast of the Church year, but we all know the REAL reason Advent gets
less attention. It comes at a bad time of year! Everybody’s busy getting
ready for Christmas! Shopping, baking, decorating, making lists and
checking them twice. There’s a lot going on to distract us from our
efforts to prepare spiritually for Christ’s birth.

© 2018 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc. All rights reserved.
No part of this text may be reproduced in any way or for any use without the written
permission of the publisher.
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Many of the Scriptures in the activities are paraphrased. Direct Scripture quotations contained
herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Catholic Edition copyright © 1993
and 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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3 Santa Claus
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It might be easier than you think. Most of the secular holiday
decorations, traditions, and symbols have a spiritual origin,
stemming from the reason for the season—Jesus’ birth. Consider the
five things on the left, all things you see or hear at this time
of year. See if you can match each with its spiritual origin.

c Jesus, the Light of the World

4 Gift-giving

d star of Bethlehem

5 Candles

e angels singing

This Advent, when you hear, see, or think about any of these five things,
recall its origin and say this simple prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus, come!”

Pflaum Publishing Group
Dayton, OH 45439
800-543-4383
pflaum.com
ISBN XXXX
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Symbols
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Pretty familiar, right? You hear these warnings from people who love you
and want you to be safe. Jesus’ advice in today’s Gospel was like that. He
loves us and wants us to be safe.
All of us have to be alert for things that can make us lose our focus on
God. Some of us need to be careful about what movies we see. Some need
to watch what friends we make or the websites we visit or the places we
go where we might get into trouble.
Advent is a good time to take an honest look at our lives and make
whatever changes are necessary to be always ready to meet God.
For what do you need to be alert? What are the temptations
in your life that can pull you away from God?
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The most familiar symbol of Advent is the Advent
wreath. Usually made from evergreen boughs, the
Advent wreath holds three violet-colored candles
and a rose-colored one. There will be a wreath at
church this week, and the first candle will be lighted. Perhaps your family
has a wreath at home where you gather each day to pray as you wait for the
Christ Child.
A wreath’s circle
J M
O
shape has many
positive meanings.
N
Circles symbolize unity,
perfection, eternity,
equality, never-ending
love—all attributes of
God and heaven. On the
Advent wreath, the rose
candle symbolizes joy.
It is lighted on the Third
Sunday of Advent. Do
you know why? To find
the answer, start with
the J and, moving
clockwise, write
every other letter as
you go around this
wreath.
.

“BE

�DVEw

pray

Help me to be strong enough to make these
changes in my life so that I am always ready to
meet you, Lord. I want to stay alert. Amen.
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Pretty familiar, right? You hear these warnings from people who love you
and want you to be safe. Jesus’ advice in today’s Gospel was like that. He
loves us and wants us to be safe.
All of us have to be alert for things that can make us lose our focus on
God. Some of us need to be careful about what movies we see. Some need
to watch what friends we make or the websites we visit or the places we
go where we might get into trouble.
Advent is a good time to take an honest look at our lives and make
whatever changes are necessary to be always ready to meet God.
For what do you need to be alert? What are the temptations
in your life that can pull you away from God?
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The most familiar symbol of Advent is the Advent
wreath. Usually made from evergreen boughs, the
Advent wreath holds three violet-colored candles
and a rose-colored one. There will be a wreath at
church this week, and the first candle will be lighted. Perhaps your family
has a wreath at home where you gather each day to pray as you wait for the
Christ Child.
A wreath’s circle
J M
O
shape has many
positive meanings.
N
Circles symbolize unity,
perfection, eternity,
equality, never-ending
love—all attributes of
God and heaven. On the
Advent wreath, the rose
candle symbolizes joy.
It is lighted on the Third
Sunday of Advent. Do
you know why? To find
the answer, start with
the J and, moving
clockwise, write
every other letter as
you go around this
wreath.
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pray

Help me to be strong enough to make these
changes in my life so that I am always ready to
meet you, Lord. I want to stay alert. Amen.
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F E A S T O F S T. F R A N C I S X AV I E R

Today’s Gospel » MATTHEW 8:5-11
A centurion came to Jesus and said, “Lord, my servant is paralyzed
and in terrible pain.” Jesus said, “I will come and cure him” (8:5-7).

Today’s Gospel » LUKE 10:21-24
Jesus said, “No one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the
Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son reveals him” (10:22).

Solve this rebus to find a way to be one of those to whom Jesus
reveals his Father. The answer to the rebus is three words.
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Imagine how the centurion must have felt to hear Jesus say, “I will come
and cure him.” When you pray to Jesus, do you hear him say, “I will come
and help you”?
You may not actually hear Jesus speak to you, but he does come
to help whenever you ask. He comes in many ways. Look at these
situations. How might Jesus come and help in each of them?
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You are struggling with math
and a test is coming up.

Your piano recital is just a few weeks
away, and you are having trouble with
the music you are supposed to play.
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You’re new in school and haven’t
made any friends yet.
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WORKING LINE
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December 6

F E A S T O F S T. N I C H O L A S

Today’s Gospel » MATTHEW 15:29-37
There were thousands of people but only seven loaves of bread
and a few fish. Jesus gave thanks, broke the food, and fed all the people.
Everyone ate until they were full, and there were still seven baskets
of leftovers (15:35-37).

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven” (7:21).

up
4 =A

P in the T

=T

D in a Y

.

Before he fed the people, Jesus gave

I in a BBG

.

D in L

Jesus was preaching
by the Sea of

=N
=F
=O

H in a D

=H

TC

=G

L in the A

=I

um

.

=D

Pu

E in a D

To distribute the food,
Jesus had help from his

la

.

D in a R

Pf

.

Write the letters inside the loaves and fish
in these boxes to see what Jesus did that day.
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Fill in the correct letters for the numbers to discover
what we need to enter the kingdom of heaven.

40
8
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SUNDAY • MONDAY
TUESDAY • WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY • FRIDAY
SATURDAY
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There were seven
baskets of
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There were just a few

Today’s Gospel » MATTHEW 7:21, 24-27

To find out what we need to do to enter the kingdom of heaven,
complete this activity. It will take work! These problems contain the
first letters of words that are associated with a number. Figure out what
the words are and then write down the number. (Hint: Some are
church related and others are not. The images are clues.)

Fill in the missing words in these sentences.
If you need help, refer to the Gospel reading.
Jesus was preaching on a
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